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PREFACE 


It  has  often  been  said  that  the  Dictionary  cf  Christ  and  tht  Oospeh  is  of  more 
practical  value  than  a  Dictionary  of  the  Bible.  From  all  parts  of  the  world  has 
come  the  request  that  what  that  Dictionary  has  done  for  the  Gospels  another 
should  do  for  the  rest  of  the  New  Testament  The  Dictionary  of  the  Apostolic 
Chubch  is  the  answer.  It  carries  the  history  of  the  Church  as  far  as  the  end  of 
the  first  century.  .  Together  with  the  Dictionary  of  Christ  and  tht  Gospels,  it  forms  a 
complete  and  independent  Dictionary  of  the  New  Testament. 

The  Editor  desires  to  take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  the  distinguished  New 
Testament  scholars  who  have  co-operated  with  him  in  this  important  work. 
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flooded,  and  thereafter  metamorphosing  their 
cottage  into  a  magnificent  temple,  of  which  they 
became  the  priests. 

It  is  stated  (Ac  U^)  that,  durinff  St.  Paul's 
sojourn  in  Lystra,  Jews  came  thither  trom  Antioch 
(130  miles)  and  Iconium  (18  miles),  but  whether  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  trade,  or  on  set  purpose  to 
persecute  the  Ai>ostle,  is  not  made  quite  clear. 
The  close  connexion  between  Antioch  and  Lystra 
is  proved  by  a  Greek  inscription  on  the  base  of  a 
statue  which  Lystra  presented  in  the  2nd  cent. : 
'  The  very  brilliant  sister  Colonia  of  the  Antioch- 
ians  is  honoured  bv  the  very  brilliant  colony  of 
the  Lystrans  with  the  Statue  of  Concord '  (J.  H.  S. 
Sterrett,  Wolfe  Expedition  in  Asia  Minor,  1888, 
p.  352).  Lystra  was  more  closely  associated  with 
its  Phrygian  neighbour  Iconium  than  with  the 
more  distent  Deroe,  though  the  latter  was,  like 
itself,  Lycaonian  (Ac  16').  At  Lystra  the  apostles 
had    experience   of    the  swift   changes   of    the 


native  popular  feeling,  as  well  as  of  the  malice  of 
their  own  race.  First  they  were  worshipped  as 
gods  come  down  to  bring  healing  and  blessing; 
then  St.  Paul  was  stoned  as  a  criminal  not  fit  to 
live  (cf.  2  Co  11*).  Timothy  was  an  eye-witness 
of  the  cruel  assault  of  the  rabble  (2  Ti  3^M-  The 
Apostle  re-visited  Lystra  in  the  homeward  part  of 
his  first  missionary  tour  (Ac  14'^) ;  a^in  in  his 
second  j^oumey  (16^);  and,  if  the  South-Galatian 
theory  is  correct,  once  more  during  the  third 
journey  (18**).  Little  is  known  of  the  later  secular 
or  sacred  history  of  Lystra.  The  veterans  whom 
Au<nistus  planted  there  'notably  restricted  the 
field  of  the  free  inhabitants  of  the  mountains, 
and  general  peace  must  at  length  have  made  its 
triumphal  entrance  also  here'  (\lommsen,  op.  cit.), 
Havine  thus  completed  the  work  of  a  border  fort- 
ress, the  colony  of  Lystra  lost  its  raison  cTitre, 
and  the  town  sank  back  into  its  original  insignifi- 
cance. Jamks  Strahan. 
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